Phil 314 Philosophy and the City

Podcast 2:  Philosophical Walking Tour of Downtown Scranton and its Environs
Question worksheet:  answer at least 5 of these questions on this sheet in a few sentences or two if you are doing 2 tours.  If you are doing one tour and writing a longer piece, you may use these questions to spur your reflections.

1. Do you experience the city differently when you walk it than when you ride through it?  If so, how?  Why?  To what extent does our bodily experience of the city change?

2.  In what senses do you think that the built environment of downtown Scranton was determined by Scranton’s natural resources?

3. Does Scranton make dwelling possible?  Were there times/places during the walking tour when you felt the fragility of dwelling?  Explain.

4. What observances did you make about the interrelationship between the natural and built environments of the city?

5. Robert Mugerauer discusses examples of successful public housing design that creates a sense of place.  To what extent to the elderly high rises, the HUD financed townhouses on No. Washington Ave. and the Midtown apartments respectively achieve the creation of a sense of place?  Why does it matter?

6. Given your tour of public and low income housing, to what extent do you agree or disagree with Hayek’s condemnation of housing subsidies?  Explain.

7. Do you think that downtown Scranton evokes a sense of place, in the way that Norberg-Schulz discusses?  Why or why not?
8. Downtown Scranton has a mix of tall and low-rise buildings (although no skyscrapers like the ones Prince Charles condemns).  How would Scranton feel if it has really tall buildings?  Do you think the late 19th c. tall buildings that it has help or hurt the city’s sense of community and/or place?

9. Did you feel safe on your walk?  The city of Scranton has recently place surveillance cameras on Lackawanna Avenue and other locations downtown.  Given your reading of Foucault, do you think this is a good or bad thing?  

Please do not forget to complete the on-line survey (on blackboard) regarding the walking tour.  Thanks!
